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stars and planets who used the statue as an instrument. It 
is in this manner that the teraphim taught people many 
useful arts and sciences.’ Could these have been educa- 
tional radio programmes from galactic civilizations? That 
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is what the wise Maimonides intimates, if we take his 
words literally, 

Seldenus in De Diis Syriis alludes to golden teraphim 
consecrated to a special star or planet, and says that they 
were known to the Egyptians. Other teraphim were mum- 
mified heads each with a gold plate under its tongue, on 
which were engraved ‘Magic words’. These Jivaro skulls 
were mounted‘on walls and spoke at certain times. 

Down through the centuries folklore and ancient 
writers mention another marvel of antiquity—‘magic 
mirrors’. The Book of Enoch says that Azaziel taught men 
to make magic mirrors, and according to this belief, dis- 
tant scenes and people could clearly be seen in them. 
Were they forerunners of television? 

Although Vera Historia of Lucian is considered to be 
fiction (in spite of its name) his description of a magic 
mirror is interesting because there was nothing at the 
time that could have stimulated his imagination in such 
a direction: ‘It was a looking glass of enormous dimen- 
sions, lying over a well not very deep. Whoever goes down 
into this well, hears everything that is said upon earth. 
And whoever looks in the mirror, sees in it all the cities 
and nations of the world.’ Was this science fiction written 
for idle Roman patricians or was it a chronicle of some 
past in which magic mirrors were as commonplace as they 
are today? 

Television has successfully replaced magic mirrors yet 
a few of these prehistoric devices may have been preserved 
by those who are still in possession of the secrets of arcane 
science. 

Maxim Gorky, the celebrated Russian writer, related an 
amazing experience which is all the more convincing be- 
cause he was a materialist. Early in this century Gorky met 
a Hindu yogi in the Caucasus who asked the Russian 
author if he wanted to see something in his album, Maxim 
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Gorky said he wished to see pictures of India. The Hindu 
put the album on the writer’s knees and asked him to 
turn the pages. These polished copper sheets depicted 
beautiful cities, temples and landscapes of India which 
Maxim Gorky thoroughly enjoyed. When: he finished look- 
ing at the pictures, Gorky returned the album to the 
Hindu. The yogi blew on it and smilingly said: ‘Now 
will you have another look?’ 

This is how Gorky himself related the end of the story: 
‘I opened the album and found nothing but blank copper 
plates without a trace of any pictures! Remarkable 
people, these Hindus!’ he exclaimed.* 

Perhaps even more astonishing were the Time Viewing 
devices in antiquity. Franciscus Picus in the Book of the 
Six Sciences outlined the construction of the ‘Al Muchefi 
mirror’ according to the laws of perspective and under 
proper astronomical configurations. It is said that in that 
mirror one could see a panorama of Time. If this is true, 
then the ancients were one step ahead of us—they had 
Time Television. 

The Oracles of Egypt and Greece were famous for pre- 
dicting future events or restoring scenes of the past. How 
did they do it? 

In his Readable Relativity the British scientist Clement 
V. Durell writes: ‘But all events, past, present and future 
as we call them, are present in our four-dimensional 
space-time continuum, a universe without past or present, 
as static as a pile of films which can be formed into a reel 
for the cinematograph.’ 

The Theory of Relativity may have been known to the 
people of ancient times. The Vision of Isiah (2nd-3rd 
century A.D.) tells a story to that effect. The prophet Isiah 
was taken to Heaven where he saw God in Eternity. Then 
the angel, who took him to paradise, said it was time to 

* N, Roerich The Indestructible, Riga, 1936. 
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go back to earth. Isiah was surprised and asked: ‘Why 
so soon? I’ve been here only two hours.’ But-the angel 
replied: ‘Not ‘two hours but thirty-two years.’ The 
prophet was shocked by these words because he realized 
that a return to earth would mean old age or death. But 
the angel comforted him by saying that he would not have 
aged on his return to earth. 

In a photon or antimatter space rocket travelling at a 
velocity approaching the speed of light, our astronauts 
would experience an identical shrinkage of time, actually 
‘jumping into the future’. 

- If, for example, all events which take place throughout 
the universe. leave marks on a subatomic level, perhaps 
the past can be seen. And if, on the other hand, the effects 
of today’s actions are projected into the future, this would 
mean that the contours of tomorrow exist today. Other- 
wise, it is difficult to understand how the ancients could 
have cracked the Time Barrier and accurately predicted 
future events.* 

The Chandogya Upanishad of India says: “Tell me all 
that you know and Į will tell you what follows.’ Would 
this refer to the programming and processing of the great- 
est computer—the human mind? 

The Oracle of Ammon Ra had an automatic Time 
Machine in the shape of a god that could not only walk, 
talk and move its head but even accepted scrolls with 
questions to which he gave intelligent answers. When Al- 
exander the Great confronted it, the image came forward 
to meet him with the promise: ‘I give thee to hold all 
countries under thy feet.’ 

The book of Nostradamus’ prophecies, published in 
1558, was dedicated to King Henry II. In the introduc- 
tion, the prophet, of Provence forewarns of the persecu- 
tion of the Church and predicts the establishment of a 


* See La Barriere du Temps (Julliard, 1969) by the author. 
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new order. ‘It shall be in the year 1792 at which time 
everyone will think it a renovation of the age.’ The Revo- 
lution was born of anticlericalism and the Republic of 
France was founded in 1792. It would seem that Nostrada- 
mus had to break the Time Barrier to prophesy an histori- 
cal event so accurately. 

Like Einstein, Michel Nostradamus. writes that 
‘Eternity ties into one—past, present and future.’ He ad- 
mitted that many volumes on magic were studied by him. 
These ancient books on a lost science, veiled in ciphers 
and symbols, must have helped Nostradamus to learn the 
secret of projection in Time. 


An emperor will be born near Italy 
Who will cost the empire dear. (1: 60) 


Emperor Napoleon I was born near Italy—in Corsica 
and he did cost France a great deal—half-a-million men 
in the march on Moscow alone. 

Michel Nostradamus knew about Hitler, whom he 
called Hister for two reasons—on account of the Fiihrer’s 
hysterical speaches and his birthplace on the Danube (its 
Latin name is Ister). He described swastikas as ‘topsy-turvy 
crosses’ which would roll eastward and overrun Russia 
(6:49). Doctor Nostradamus saw the Hiroshima atomic 
bomb in his magic mirror which he defined as a ‘great 
fire’ in the land of the ‘rising sun’ or Japan. (2: 91) 

In the first two verses of the Centuries, Nostradamus 
disclosed his method of projecting himself in time. He 
used a brass tripod, fire, water and a rod. Although such 
paraphernalia seem meaningless, an imaginative inventor 
might one day experiment along this line and perhaps 
succeed in constructing a Time Machine. 

It is possible that in the vast archives of the Vatican 
Library, priceless documents exist which prove the reality 
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of Arcane Science. The manuscripts confiscated by the 
Inquisition or taken from deceased Catholic scholars must 
have created a vast pool of recorded knowledge. The in- 
structions on how to make an android, the secrets of 
alchemy, the mysteries of antigravitation and Time Travel 
may all be locked up in the vaults of the Vatican. 

These historical accounts about automatons, magic mir- 
rors, talking stones and archaic computers point to the 
reality of an extraordinary science in antiquity. No matter 
how strange, they should be carefully examined to try to 
find clues concerning new forms of energy or new tech- 
niques. 

But ,our century is also a period of revolutionary 
developments in sociology. In this light it would be inter- 
esting to delve into our historic past and uncover the pro- 
totype for the ‘new’ economics which were introduced 
only within the past sixty years. 
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An Enigma of Social Science—the Incas 


SCIENCE and technology walk in step with the social 
order of the day. Ctesibius and Heron created a two-cylin- 
der steam engine and a jet engine which worked per- 
fectly. They could have constructed factory machines. But 
under slavery, labour was so cheap that the steam en- 
gine and hydraulic pumps of Ctesibius and the steam tur- 
bine of Heron were but curious devices used for opening 
and closing temple doors or moving the limbs of gods. 
Social and economic conditions were not yet ripe for the 
exploitation of these inventions in industry. , 

While technology can not flourish under a régime of 
slavery, speculative philosophy and theoretical science 
can be developed in a social system in which the scholar 
does not have to worry about his meals and has plenty 
of time for contemplation. 

The primitive communal society had no private owner- 
ship. Hunting was regulated by tribal law and all food 
was shared equally. This system can still be found in 
Central Australia, New Guinea and on the remote islands 
of Oceania. This was the sweet infancy of humanity. 
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In slave-holding societies radical changes in economics 
took place as private property was established. Masters and 
slaves, the rich and the poor appeared. Feudalism was an 
improved version of slavery. And when, with the appear- 
ance of cities and free citizens who traded and finally be- 
came richer than the nobles, a new class was born—the 
burghers or the bourgeoisie. After the downfall of feudal- 
ism, the new class of property-holders created a new eco- 
nomic system—capitalism. 

Socialism is a system of society in which there is no 
private ownership, and all means of production and dis- 
tribution are in the hands of the state. Ultimately, social- 
ism will abandon money as a means of exchange. 

This chapter raises a question of paramount import- 
ance—is socialism a new idea? Has it been practised before? 
‘These questions would probably attract furious rejections 
and abuses from the enthusiastic advocates of Marxism. 
They ‘would also bring severe criticism from those socio- 
logists who, biased by their tender attachment to capital- 
ism, can see no socialism in the past and hope to see none 
in the future. 

But in history there was an advanced civilization in 
which all national resources and means of production 
were owned by the state. It did not even have coins or 
banknotes which are still used by socialist countries today. 
Its populace had the true socialist ideal that work is the 
purpose of life and not an inevitable evil. That state was 
the Socialist Empire of the Incas. 

While it is true that the Inca State was ruled. by a feu- 
dal-type hierarchy of nobles and officials, its economic 
structure was socialist because feudalism is based on pri- 
vate property which the Incas did not have. Neither could 
it be called a primitive communal society, if one considers 
all the scientific and engineering achievements of the pre- 
Incas and the Incas. 
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.” The moral superiority of the Inca socialist régime can 
be illustrated by an historical fact reported by Leguisamo 
in 1589 who had seen 100,000 pesos of gold and silver in 
the house of an Indian. The door was wide open and only 
a small stick lay across the threshold to signify that the 
master of the house was out, and nothing was to be 
touched. Four hundred years later no Peruvian would 
dream of trusting a little stick to protect him from bur- 
glary, and more especially with a fortune in the house. 

But the excellence of the Inca state was not only on 
the moral plane. The Royal Road, 5,230 kilometres long, 
from Colombia to Chili, was one of the most stupendous 
engineering projects of man, surpassed only in the goth 
century, The roads of Peru were built so well that cars 
and trucks roll on them today. 

The Pre-Inca stonemasonry uncovered at Ollantay- 
tambo and Sacsahuaman is megalithic. The weight of some 
stone blocks are estimated to be from 20 to 100 tons, Yet 
in spite. of the great mass of the stones, the joints are 
too tight to permit the penetration of a razor blade. One 
hundred years ago no contractor in the world could have 
duplicated such building technique. Only the ancient 
Egyptians with their 7o-ton blocks in the pyramids 
matched the skill of the South American masons. 

In the Cuzco earthquake in 1950, ninety per cent of 
buildings in the city were damaged but not a single Inca- 
built wall was even cracked! Wherever parts of houses 
were of Inca origin, it was the Spanish portion of the 
buildings that toppled or cracked. In a dramatic way the 
quake proved the superiority of pre-Inca and Inca stone- 
work, 

Babylon, Carthage, Greece and Rome exploited the soil 
under their feet but gave nothing in return. In this man- 
ner they dug their own graves. And are we not heading 
the same way today in this era of pollution and maximum 
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exploitation of natural resources? 

However, the Inca state had a long-range conservation 
programme. Nothing of this sort has ever been done else- 
where at any time in history. None were in want in a land 
where thousands are starving today. The amazing thing 
about the Inca and pre-Inca projects was that soil and 
water resources became richer, not poorer! 

It was an empire of paradoxes. There was no money 
yet gold was plentiful. The Incas had an excellent postal 
service across South America but no letters. Since they 
had no writing, only verbal messages were sent. Although 
they had no figures or books, their quipu accounting and 
Statistics astonished the conquistadors. Although they had 
no alphabet or writing, their literature was rich. This was 
all done by means of the quipu, that is strings with 
knots. They had the longest and best roads in the world, 
but no wheel. 

The Inca postal system was the fastest in the worid 
until the middle of last century. Their ‘chasqui’ couriers 
running in relays, delivered messages from Quito to Cuzco 
in five days. The distance is 2,011 kilometres and most 
of it at an altitude of over 3,000 metres. 

In spite of the excellent roads in ancient Rome, it took 
ten times longer to deliver a letter over a similar distance 
during the reign of Augustus. With the deterioration of 
Roman highways after the 7th century, letters began to 
travel even more slowly. 

The Incas had a ‘telegraph’—the fire and smoke code 
system covering 3,220 kilometres in three hours! Under 
Inca socialism the telegraph functioned more efficiently 
than under modern socialism. The author once sent a tele- 
gram from a metropolis in a socialist country to a subur- 
ban address 25 kilometres away. It was delivered two and 
a half days later! 

The Inca socialism was certainly efficient. In spite of a 
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great number of officials, there was no bureausociatic 
‘red tape’ for which most present-day socialist states are 
so notorious. The administration consisted of men com- 
pletely responsible for the welfare of their region. If a 
public servant was corrupt or inefficient, and a citizen 
did not receive the basic necessities of life, the official got 
a brief order from the Sun Emperor—to jump over a 
precipice! 

In a country where work was a virtue and laziness a 
crime, all had to toil. No wages were paid but the citizen 
and his family were supplied with a house, food and cloth- 
ing entirely free. Education and medical aid were also 
free. This system of working for nothing and getting the 
main necessities of life for nothing, is not very likely to be 
reached by any modern socialist state for some time to 
come. 

When not in the fields, each citizen was employed on 
some government assignment—road or bridge building, 
postal service or army. This so-called mita service was so 
implanted in the psychology of the Indian that the village 
of Carahuasi continued maintenance work on a bridge 
for three hundred years after the collapse of the Inca 
Empire. This raises another point, namely, that the eco- 
nomic system of the Incas could not have reached its high 
level without having had socialism ingrained over a long 
period. 

Our biggest problem today is population control. Yet 
the Incas were not scared of producing babies. In fact, 
there were no bachelors or old maids in their empire— 
those situations were considered to be state offences. They 
carried out resettlement programmes to avoid a density 
of populace yet always showing regard.for the comfort of 
the colonists. For example, the citizen from the Andes 
was not sent to a tropical valley, or vice versa. 

Coins with the seal of Croesus are displayed in our 
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museums. But no one has ever seen a coin of Lord-Inca 
Atahualpa although he had more gold than Croesus him- 
self, The Inca Empire had a moneyless socialist economy, 
hence the reason for the absence of coins in South America. 
Although politically the system had certain feudal fea- 
tures, economy-wise it was a form of socialism because 
private property did not exist. 

Since all land, natural resources and manpower were 
in the hands of the Sun Empire, the Inca State unquestion- 
ably practised a certain form of socialism. As an advanced 
nation which constructed the longest roads in the world, 
megalithic masonry that still stands today, and which had 
many other technical and scientific achievements, it can 
by no means be classed as a primitive communal society. 

The Inca socialism stands out like a red light on the 
face of history, for no other advanced state had ever man- 
aged without private property as the basis of economic re- 
lationships. Nor has any other high civilization existed 
without: writing—but the Incas did. 

How did it originate—this mystery socialist state in 
South America? The Inca rulers had fanciful tales about 
their solar pedigrees and the landing of their celestial 
ancestors upon this planet. Anthropological discoveries 
have created a surprising backdrop for the imperial 
Incas. An analysis of their blood groups has provided 
stunning evidence of their physiological uniqueness. 

Like the Egyptians, the Incas mummified their sover- 
eigns. After death they were enthroned on golden chairs 
in the Temple of the Sun in Cuzco, Five of these 
mummies were preserved in the British Museum.* In 
1952 Gilbey and Lubran made a blood analysis of the 
tissues of these mummies with the following results: 
Mummy No. 3 had blood groups.C, E and c with the 


* They were destroyed later as water from a broken pipe flooded the 
storeroom of the museum. 
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absence of D—an almost unparalleled case in the whole 
world, while Mummy No. 4 had substance D and c with 
the absence of C and E—an extremely rare combination 
among the American Indians. Scientists admit that the 
problem of their origin remains unsolved.* 

The Inca monarchs married their sisters in order ‘to 
secure ‘an heir to the crown of the pure heaven-born 
race, uncontaminated by any mixture of earthly mould’, 
as Prescott put it. What was this ‘heaven-born race’ which 
possessed such unusual blood group combinations? 

The Inca enigma can be resolved in terms of a remnant 
of socialism from an unknown civilization. Classical writers 
such as Virgil in Georgics and Tibullus in Elegies were 
unanimous in asserting that in ancient times land had 
been held in common, and the doors of houses were 
always left open as there were no thieves. Reading their 
works one is reminded of the chronicles about the Incas 
written by the conquistadors. 

The memory of this Lost Paradise was cherished in an- 
tiquity. During the week of the Saturnalia (December 17 
to 23) the Roman master served his drinking slaves, took 
abuse quietly and tried to please his servitors in every way. 
This custom is a great puzzle in history. What dynamic 
tradition compelled the patricians to lower themselves to 
the level of their slaves? 

The holidays of the Saturnalia were celebrated to per- 
petuate the memory of a Golden Age in which slavery 
and private property did not exist and all were equal. 
The freedom allowed to slaves during the Saturnalian 
week was supposed to be in imitation of the ideal demo- 
cracy in a past age. 

This usage must have been extremely ingrained to be 
obeyed by the ruling class of ancient Rome. Needless to 
say, the patricians did not particularly enjoy the hectic 


*Man (Bulletin), Royal Anthropological Institute, London, 1952. 
y: pologi: 
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week of Saturn in December during which everything 
was turned upside down. The noble had to serve food 
and wine to his dressed-up slaves with a smile as sweet as 
the one seen nowadays on the faces of experienced wait- 
ers in Rome who anticipate a generous tip. 

The folk memory of a classless society in a former age 
persists to this day. The Carnival of Nice before Lent, with 
its merrymaking, processions and masked balls is a direct 
descendant of the Saturnalia. The same can be said of the 
Holi, the early spring festival of India, in which gay 
crowds splash coloured water, powdered dyes, mud or tar 
on each other. A police uniform or the turban of a maha- 
raja are no protection against the dye-splashing revellers 
as this is the day of the .Sudras—the lower class. It is re- 
markable to see one and the same holiday, celebrated for 
centuries, in the Mediterranean and in India, geographic- 
ally so far apart. 

We are thus faced with another discovery—like the 
atomic theory, transmutation, aviation, automation or 
electricity—socialism is not new! 

If that forgotten Utopia was truly more than a myth, 
did its leaders create isolated centres to keep alive their 
culture? The idea that the life of this lost Commonwealth 
continued to be lived in some remote part of the world, 
is present in the writings.of Homer, Pindar, Horace, 
Pliny, Lucian and many Oriental sources. 

The next three chapters ‘are devoted to the men who 
travelled to one of these oases of secret knowledge, left 
historical records about the practitioners of the oldest 
science in the world, and marks of their own extraordin- 
ary achievements in it. 
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Apollonius met the Men who 
Knew Everything 


IN the first century of our era a tall handsome Greek was 
asked by a guard at the frontier of Babylon: 

‘What gifts have you brought for the king?’ 

‘All the virtues,’ replicd the Greek. 

‘Do you suppose our king does not have them?’ 
queried the officer. 

‘He may have them but-he does not know how to use 
them,’ answered the bold ‘traveller whose name was Apol- 
lonius of Tyana. 

In spite of his provoking manner of speech, the traveller 
was allowed to cross the Babylonian border as the officials 
thought that the king himself might be ipterested in meet- 
ing so eccentric a visitor. 

Apollonius was born in Cappadocia about 4 B.C. At four- 
teen his school teachers could no longer instruct him be- 
cause of his inborn intelligence. The boy took the Pytha- 
gorean vows at the age of sixteen and attached himself to 
the temple of Aegae. His wisdom and. cures had spread 
to such an extent that a saying appeared in Cappadocia: 
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‘What’s the hurry? Rushing to sce young Apollonius?’ 

One day a priest of Daphean Apollo brought him a cop- 
per map and told Apollonius that the chart showed the 
road to the City of the Gods, Soon Apollonius of Tyana 
was travelling east. In Mespila (Nineveh) a man by the 
name of Damis offered his services as a guide. The life 
story of the Greek philosopher was later recorded by 
Philostratus on request of the Byzantine Empress Domna. 

After a difficult trek from Babylon to India the two 
travellers turned north from the Ganges in the direction 
of the Himalayan Range. It can be assumed that their 
destination was Tibet because the journey took eighteen 
days. 

As the Greek sage was approaching the Asiatic Olympus 
with his devoted companion, strange things began to take 
place. The path by which they had come, disappeared 
after them. The countryside shifted its position and they 
seemed to be in a place preserved by illusion. 

On the boundary of this wonderland they were met by 
a boy who addressed them in Greek as if Apollonius 
had been expected. Apollonius of Tyana was then pre- 
sented to the ruler of this land whom Philostratus calls 
Jarchas. 

This fabulous country was full of scientific marvels. 
There were wells from which pillars of light projected 
upwards like searchlights. Radiant stones illuminated the 
town and turned night into day. 

Then Apollonius and Damis saw demonstrations of levi- 
tation as men became weightless and floated in the air. 
Four tripods-automatons walked into the dining room to 
serve food and drinks as the travellers sat down at the 
host’s table. Apollonius’ biographer borrows from Homer 
the description of these robots which ‘instinct: with spirit, 
rolled from place to place around the blest abodes, self- 
moved, obedient to the beck of gods’. 
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The technological achievements and intellectual 
superiority of this community impressed Apollonius so 
much that he only nodded when King Iarchas stated an 
obvious fact: ‘You have come to men who know every- 
thing.’ 

According to the philosopher from Tyana, these learned 
men ‘were living on earth and at the same time not on it’. 
Does this phrase have an allegorical meaning or literal? 
If literal, then these people might have had communica- 
tion with other worlds, particularly since they had 
mastered gravity. Then we can understand the words of 
Jarchas that ‘the universe is a living thing’. 

Apollonius received a mission from the Adepts of Asia. 
He was to bury certain talismans or magnets in places of 
future historical meaning. Secondly, he was to shake the 
tyranny of Rome. 

The Greek sage arrived in Rome at the unfavourable 
period of the persecution of philosophers by Nero, and 
was shortly summoned to a tribunal. As the prosecutor 
unrolled the scroll with the charges against Apollonius, 
it was uncannily turned into a blank! Without the charges 
against him, there was no indictment, and Apollonius of 
Tyana was set free. From that day on, the Roman authori- 
ties began to have a superstitious fear of the wise man 
of Tyana. 

Under Vespasian he fared much better and was appoin- 
ted counsellor to the Roman Emperor, and Emperor Titus 
said to him: ‘I have indeed taken Jerusalem but you 
Apollonius have captured me.’ 

During the reign of Domitian he was accused of ‘un- 
Roman’ activities. At the trial Apollonius looked with dis- 
dain at the Emperor whom he had known as a boy. The 
patricians felt anxiety, remembering the weird things that 
had gone on at the tribunal of Nero. Domitian and the 
judges made an attempt to whitewash themselves by 
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withdrawing some of the charges on condition that Apol- 
lonius of Tyana would be convicted in the end. 

Facing the Emperor of Rome, Apollonius drew his cloak 
around him saying: “You can detain my body but not my 
soul and, I will add, not ‘even my body.’ And then he 
vanished in a flash of light seen by hundreds in the court 
hall. 

History does not mention the date of the Greek sage’s 
death. The centenarian Apollonius is traced to Ephesus 
and then chroniclers lose sight of this amazing personality. 

The stay of Apollonius in Asia where he studied at the 
feet of those ‘who knew everything’, is of great historical 
interest. Apparently, our robots are not new if automatons 
served Apollonius and Damis in the palace of Jarchas. 
Antigravitation must have been used by those who could 
raise themselves and glide in the air. According to the 
story, the landscape shifted when Apollonius and Damis 
had arrived at the borders of this‘secret abode in Tibet. 
Bending light waves is more of a topic for science fiction 
rather than for science but this could explain the waver- 
ing scenes on the Tibetan border, and the Greek philoso- 
pher’s disappearance at the tribunal of Domitian. Bril- 
liant light from wells or stones could have been 
produced by electricity or some other energy. 

Once has no right to reject the testimony of Philostratus 
who used numerous source data at Byzantium, any more 
than that of Herodotus, Virgil, Plutarch or any other 
writers of antiquity. Apollonius was so respected that Sep- 
timus Severus who ruled the Roman Empire from 193 
to 211 of our era, had a statue of the Greek sage in his 
shrine together with those of Jesus Christ and Orpheus. 
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Diamonds and Stars—the Immortal 
St. Germain 


THERE is a curious trait in human character, undoubtedly 
an atavism from the days of the caveman, to see danger 
in strangers and the unknown. This trait makes man sus- 
picious and apprehensive of a newcomer who does not 
conform to the accepted rule of behaviour and mode of 
thinking. 

When the Count de St. Germain, the sphinx of the 
18th century, appeared in England in 1745, it was not 
surprising that a self-respecting Englishman by the name 
of Horace Walpole gave him the following characteristics: 
‘He sings, and plays on the violin wonderfully, co:nposes, 
is mad, and not very sensible.’ 

Certain encyclopaedias are even more critical of this 
mysterious individual and simply call him ‘an adventurer’. 
But there is an abyss of difference between pinning an 
epithet on a man and making an objective study of his 
life and nature. Most of the unfavourable comments 
about St. Germain come from political sources. The 
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French police thought he was a Prussian spy. Other secret 
services of Europe suspected him of being a Russian agent 
or a Jacobite of England: However, as Lord Holdernesse 
wrote to Mitchell, the British Ambassador to Prussia: ‘his 
examination has produced nothing very material.’ , 

The Enlightened Century gave the world one of its 
greatest minds—Voltaire, who had a definite opinion 
about the Count de St. Germain. ‘He is a man who knows 
everything,’ declared the French genius. 

One of St. Germain’s best friends and pupils was Prince 
Karl von Hesse-Kassel who wrote Memoires de Mon 
Temps in which he calls the count ‘one of the greatest 
philosophers who ever lived’. 

The Count Johann Karl Phillip Cobenzl (1712-1770), 
the Austrian Ambassador to Brussels, also had a very 
high opinion of St. Germain: ‘He knows everything and 
shows an uprightness and goodness of soul worthy of ad- 
miration.’ 

Reading these remarks about a ‘man who knows every- 
thing’ one*can not help thinking about Apollonius and 
the men in Tibet who also ‘knew everything’. 

This probing into the life of St. Germain is devoted 
to his scientific accomplishments and presents evidence 
showing that, like Apollonius of Tyana, he was a master 
of that ancient science, the shadow of which we can eons 
cern in history and legend. 

When the Marshal de Belle-Isle introduced the Count 
de St. Germain to the Marquise de Pompadour and Louis 
XV in 1749, the king was suffering from boredom. Madame 
de Pompadour realized that this stranger could cure the 
king of France of his ennui. The count had many long 
conversations with the king and the marquise about al- 
chemy, science and other subjects. 

At first Louis XV was very sceptical of the count’s know- 
ledge of chemistry and transmutation. But he could not 
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be too critical of a man whose diamonds were bigger than 
his own. 

The Marshal de Belle-Isle vividly described the first 
audience of the Count de St. Germain with the king: 

‘If you can compose the Elixir of Life or find the Philo- 
sopher’s Stone we will be ready to buy the recipe. Mean- 
while, you may have your mansion and your pension,’ 
said Louis XV with the final remark: ‘But I do not say 
that I believe in your pretensions.’ 

‘I require neither a mansion, nor a pension,’ replied de 
St. Germain sternly. ‘I bring with me all the means I 
require, a retinue of servants, money to hire a house,’ 
and then he put his hand into his large braided pocket 
and took a number of loose diamonds and cast them on 
the inlaid table that stood between the king and himself 
in a luxurious hall at Versailles. ‘And if it please your 
Majesty, accept these as a poor offering.’ 

His Majesty turned quickly; he could not resist an excla- 
mation of delight when he beheld the stones sparkling 
with the pure glitter of the spectrum as they lay scattered 
on the gleaming surface of the polished wood. “There, 
your Majesty, are some diamonds that I have been able to 
manufacture by my art.’ 

History does not tell us what facts impressed Louis XV 
most in their evening discussions at the Trianon, at which 
no one except the king, Madame de Pompadour and the 
count were present. 

The magnificent Chateau de Chambord with 440 rooms 
was placed at St. Germain’s disposal, where the idle king 
discovered the joy of creative labour and began his ex- 
periments in chemistry under the foremost chemist of the 
day—the Count de St. Germain. 

As Casanova de Seingalt writes in his famous Memoires: 
‘The monarch, a martyr to boredom, tried to find a little 
pleasure or distraction, at all events, by making dyes: 
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according to St. Germain the dyes, discovered by the king, 
would have a materially beneficial influence, on the 
quality of French fabrics.’ 

The Austrian diplomat Cobenzl watched these experi- 
ments of the count and Louis XV, and wrote to Kaunitz 
saying: “The dyeing of silks was perfected to a degree 
hitherto unknown; likewise the dyeing of woollens. All 
this was accomplished without the aid of indigo or cochi- 
neal, but with the commonest ingredients and conse- 
quently at a very moderate price.’ 

The Countess de Genlis in her Memoirs (Paris, 1825) 
wrote that: ‘He was well acquainted with physics and a 
very great chemist. My father, who was well qualified to 
judge, was a great admirer of his abilities in this respect.’ 

There is no doubt that the Count de St. Germain was 
not only a good chemist but an alchemist as well. The 
London Chronicle for May 31—June 3, 1760 reads: 


‘All we can with justice say, this gentleman is to be 
considered as an unknown and inoffensive stranger; who 
has supplies for a large expense, the sources of which 
are not understood. From Germany he carried into 
France the repptation of a high and sovereign alchem- 
ist, who possessed the secret powder and in consequence 
the universal medicine. The whisper ran the stranger 
could make gold. The expense at which he lived seemed 
to confirm that account.’ 


The count’s collectiori of diamonds and precious stones 
tended to increase his fame as an alchemist. Baron Charles- 
Henri de Gleichen, the Danish diplomat in France, wrote 
his memoirs in Mercure Etranger, Paris (1813) about his 
meetings with St. Germain: ‘But he showed me other won- 
ders—a large quantity of jewels and coloured diamonds 
of extraordinary size and perfection. I thought I beheld 
the treasures of the Wonderful Lamp.’ 
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There were several episodes which supported his 
ability to transmute metals. When the Marquis de Val- 
belle visited St. Germain in his laboratory, the alchemist 
asked him for a silver six-franc piece. After covering it 
with a black substance he exposed the coin to heat of the 
furnace. A few minutes later the count took it out of the 
fire. When it cooled the silver piece was no longer of silver 
but of the purest gold. 

Casanova related a similar experiment in his Memoirs: 

‘He asked me if I had any money about me. I took 
several pieces and put them on the table. He got up, and 
without saying what he was going to do, he took a burn- 
ing coal and put it on a metal plate and placed a twelve- 
sols piece with a small black grain on the coal. He then 
blew it, and in two minutes it seemed on fire. “Wait a 
moment,” said the alchemist, “let it cool.” It cooled 
almost directly. “Take it—it is yours,” said he. I took 
up the piece of money and found it had become gold.’ 

Irrespective of the fact that Casanova could not believe 
this transmutation, the story is one of a number which 
are worth examining. The Count von Cobenzl witnessed 
himself ‘the transmutation of iron into a metal as beau- 
tiful as gold, and at least as good for all goldsmith’s work,’ 
by St. Germain. 

When a court chaplain at Versailles suspiciously asked 
St. Germain if he dabbled in Black Magic, the count 
replied that his laboratory did not deal with the super- 
natural because he was a serious student of chemistry and 
had made discoveries that were of some use to humanity. 

According to Madame du Hausset, the lady-in-waiting 
to the Marquise de Pompadour, the count ‘positively as- 
serted that he knew how to make pearls grow and give 
them the finest lustre’. Culture pearls were manufactured 
in China in the 13th century. Because of his long stay in 
the Far East the count could have obtained the secrets of 
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Chinese jewellers and learned how to produce culture 
pearls, St. Germain was also reputed to have made dia- 
monds, It is incomprehensible that he could have created 
synthetic diamonds with the limited facilities of his Cham- 
bord laboratory. ‘To transform carbonaceous materials 
into diamonds, a pressure of 273,200 kilograms per square 
centimetre and a temperature of almost 2,800°C. is re 
quired. 

Madame du Hausset has an interesting entry in her 
diary: “There was a discussion between the king, Madame, 
some Jords and the Comte de Saint-Germain about the 
secret the comte possessed of making flaws in diamonds 
disappear. The king sent for a diamond of moderate size 
which had a flaw in it. It was weighed.’ 

‘Its value is estimated at 6,000 livres,’ the king said to 
the count, ‘but it would be worth 10,000 without the flaw. 
Will you undertake to enable me to make.a profit of 
4,000? He examined it carefully: ‘I may be able to,’ he 
said, ‘Lshall return it to your Majesty in a month’s time.’ 

‘A month later the count returned the diamond to the 
king without a flaw. Louis XV sent it to his jeweller by 
Monsieur de Gontaut, and he brought back 9,600 livres, 
but the king reclaimed the diamond to keep it as a curio- 
sity. He never got over his astonishment, and used to say 
that M. de Saint-Germain must be a millionaire, especially 
if he had the secret of making big diamonds from little 
ones. M. de St. Germain did not say either Yes or No,’ 
wrote du Hausset. 

One of the ministers of France became distrustful of 
St. Germain and. decided to check his funds in order to 
expose the alchemist. As the London Chronicle (1760) 
says: 


‘He ordered an enquiry to be made whence tle remit- 
tances he received came, and told those who had applied 
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to him that he would soon show them what quarries 
they were which yielded this philosopher’s stone. But 
the fact is that in the space of two years, while he was 
thus watched, he lived as usual, paid for everything in 
ready money, and yet no remittance came into the king- 
dom for him.’ 


Frederick the Great gave the following characteristic 
to the Count de St. Germain: ‘A man whom no one has 
been able to understand.’ 

The chemical experiments of Louis XV and St. Germain 
with the dyes—possibly aniline dyes, were conducted long 
before their actual discovery by Unverdorben in 1826. 
But what was really incredible—the king supposedly 
learnt how to amalgamate small diamonds into larger ones 
and thus increase their value manifold. 

As Casanova writes in his Memoires: ‘I melted down,’ 
said Louis XV, ‘small diamonds weighing 24 carats and 
obtained this large one weighing 12.’ The Duc des Deux- 
Ponts told me this story with his own lips, one evening, 
when I was supping with him and a Swede, the Comte de 
Levenhoop, at Metz.’ 

These isolated records draw a picture of St. Germain 
and Louis XV in shirt sleeves amidst retorts and furnaces 
in the Chateau de Chambord or the Trianon in Versailles. 

His fame spread as exciting episodes were told by 
noblemen after their rare encounters with the count. On 
one occasion a banquet was served by St. Germain in his 
mansion in Paris and only a select assembly of aristocrats 
attended it. The dinner had a unique dessert on the menu 
—a precious stone on a plate, not to eat but to take home! 

I£ the philosopher's stone helped St. Germain to manu- 
facture gold and diamonds, it also served him as an elixir 
of youth. 

The memoirs of people who had ee St. Germain 
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indicate that he possessed an elixir which on rare occasions 
he gave to certain persons, l 

In a letter to Frederick the Great, Voltaire made a sig- 
nificant remark about the Count de St. Germain: ‘He 
will probably have the honour of seeing your Majesty in 
the course of fifty years.’ 

To arrive at a definite conclusion that the count was 
able to preserve his vigour and youth beyond the limit 
allotted to man, one has to examine contemporary mem- 
oirs, letters, documents and newspaper articles. 

Our first witness is Baron de Gleichen (1735-1807) who 
said in his Memoirs that he had heard ‘Rameau and an 
old relative of a French ambassador at Venice testify to 
having known M. de St. Germain in 1710 when he had 
the appearance of a man of fifty years of age’. Jean- 
Philippe Rameau (1683-1764) was a famous composer ‘of 
operas and ballets at the time. 

The Marshal de Belle-Isle and Madame du Hausset re- 
corded two scenes which typify the enigma St. Germain 
had created because of his ability to stay young. 


MADAME DE POMPADOUR: “Do you say then that you can 
make the Elixir of Youth?’ 

ST. GERMAIN: ‘Ah, madame, all the women want the 
Elixir of Youth and all the men want the Philosopher’s 
Stone, the one eternal beauty, the other eternal 
wealth.” 

P. ‘How old are you? 

ST. G. ‘Eighty-five years of age, perhaps.’ 

P. ‘You do not fool me, Monsieur de St. Germain, I shall 
find out more about your pretensions. I have unmasked 
quacks and charlatans before.’ 

st. G. ‘He who is standing before you, Madame, is your 
equal. And if I have your permission I shall now take 
my departure.’ 
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The question of the alchemist’s age was also brought 
up in 1758 and Madame du Hausset jotted down the con- 
versation word for word: 


MADAME DE POMPADOUR? ‘But you do not say what your 
age is, and make yourself out to be very old. The Count- 
ess de Gergy who was ambassadoress at Venice about 
fifty years ago, I think, says that when she knew you 
there, you were just as you are today.’ 

ST. GERMAIN: ‘It is true, Madame, that I knew Madame de 
Gergy a long time ago.’ 

P. ‘But from what she said, you.would be more than a 
hundred now.’ 

st. G. ‘It’s not impossible,’ he said laughingly, ‘but I think 
that it is still more possible that the lady, whom I re- 
spect, is talking nonsense.’ 

P. ‘She says you gave her an elixir which was marvellous 
in its effects, she claims that for a long time she looked 
only twenty-four. Why should you not give one to the 
king?’ 

st. G. ‘Ah, Madame, to think of me giving the king an 
unknown drug! I should be mad,’ he said with a sort 
of terror. 


„Although the count refused to give his elixir to Louis 
XV, he prepared effective cosmetics for the Marquise 
de Pompadour which enhanced her beauty to her great 
delight. 

The reminiscences of Rameau and Gergy place our al- 
chemist in Venice about 1710, when he appeared to be 
about fifty years of age. If so, he was born around 1660, 
and St. Germain should have been a centenarian in 1758 
as La Pompadour said. 

In the years 1737-1742 he was an honoured guest at 
the court of the Shah of Persia, l 
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In 1745 Horace Walpole, the English author, wrote a 
letter to Mann in Florence in which he said: ‘The other 
day they seized an odd man who goes by the name of Count 
de St. Germain. He has been here these two years.’ 

In 1745-1746 the count lived in Vienna where he re- 
sided in the mansion of Prince Ferdinand von Lobkowitz. 

In 1749 he arrived in Paris on the insistence of the Mar-, 
shal de Belle-Isle who introduced the count to Louis XV 
and Madame de Pompadour, 

In 1756 General Robert Clive, the founder of the 
British rule in India, met St. Germain in India. 

In 1760 the London Chronicle published an article in 
which: the interest that St. Germain aroused in London 
because of his eternal youth, was summed up like this: 
‘None now doubted what at first had been treated as a 
chimera; he was understood to possess with the other 
grand secret, a remedy for all diseases, and even for the 
infirmities in which time triumphs over the human 
fabric” 

In 1762 the count stayed in St. Petersburg where he 
took part in the coup d’etat which put Catherine the Great 
on the throne of Russia. Later in the year, and in 1763, 
he resided at the Chateau de Chambord, engaged in his 
alchemical and chemical experiments. 

In 1768 we trace him to Berlin, and in the following 
year he travelled to Italy, Corsica and Tunis. 

In 1770 he was the guest of Count Orloff when the 
Russian navy anchored at Livorno, Italy. He wore the 
uniform of a Russian general. The ‘Orloff brothers had 
always spoken of the important role the Count de St. 
Germain played in the Russian ‘revolution’. 

In the seventies he stayed in Germany, actively engaged 
in Masonic and Rosicrucian activities with his protector, 
friend and disciple—Prince Karl von Hesse-Kassel. 

In 1780 Walsh of London published St. Germain’s music 
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for the violin which provides us with another date for 
the biography of the count. 

The church register of Eckernférde, Germany contains 
the following entry: ‘Deceased on February 27, buried 
on March 2, 1784 the so-called Comte de St. Germain and 
Weldon. Further information unknown. Privately interred 
in this church.’ 

The church record does not say when the count was 
born, nor does it indicate the first name of the ‘so-called 
Comte de St. Germain’. But if we take the words of the 
composer Rameau and the Countess de Gergy, he should 
have been about 124 years old at the time of his death! 

One year after his alleged death we find him attending 
a Masonic conference! Freumauer Briiderschaft in Frank- 
reich, Volume II, page g has this notice: ‘Amongst the 
Freemasons invited to the great conference at Wilhelms- 
bad on February 15, 1785 we find St. Germain included 
with St. Martin and many others.’ 

Stephanie-Felicite the Comtesse de Genlis (1746-1830), 
the educationist who wrote over eighty books and received 
a pension from Napoleon I, made a fantastic statement in 
her Memoirs—she met St. Germain in 1821 in Viennal 

The Comte de Chalons, the French ambassador in Ven- 
ice, also claimed that he had a conversation with the im- 
mortal St. Germain soon afterwards in the Piazza di San 
Marco. If we go back to Venice to the year 1710 and 
recollect the testimony of Madame de Gergy that the count 
appeared to be fifty years of age at that time, we can cal- 
culate that in 1821 he should have been about 161 years 
old! 

The London Chronicle, previously referred to, has a 
‘story which is typical of the fantastic reports about St. 
Germain’s Elixir of Life that were circulating throughout 
Europe in the 18th century: l 
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‘A certain duchess feared she should see some of those 
marks which the crow of age imprints upon the face of 
beauty. She sent to this stranger: “Monsieur le Count,” 
said she, “what I shall say wants more apology, than I 
know how to make, but you are all politeness: they 
tell me you have that inestimable secret, worth more 
than all your gold, the medicine that will restore youth; 
I don’t know that I want it yet, but time is time; and 
perhaps, Monsieur, what it can remedy, it will more 
easily prevent: I would be early in my care; come, 
answer me, can I obtain it of you? Let me have it, and 
name your own conditions.” 

‘The stranger put on a mysterious air, and answered: 
“Those who have these secrets do not chose it should be 
known they have them.” “I know it, Sir,” replied the 
Lady, but you may confide in me.” In fine, he was pre- 
vailed upon: he brought next day a vial of four or 
five spoonfuls. He told her ten drops was enough to 
take at once and that only at the new and full of the 
moon; that it was innocent, but if she wasted this, per- 
haps, it would not be easy to get a supply. 

“The Lady put it by in the secure place where she kept 
her rouge; and went out on a visit. Her woman hap- 
‘pened that afternoon to be seized with the colic. She 
looked over the house for a liqueur (in England we 
should say a dram) and finding this vial in so careful 
state of preservation, she doubted not its excellence— 
she smelt it, ’twas fragrant, she tasted it, twas pleasant; 
and she drank it all off. The colic vanished, and she 
sat down in great spirits to adjust her Lady’s toilet. At 
evening, the Duchess came in tired, limped to her 
chamber, and was calling for her things, when casting 
her eyes upon the woman: “Child,” says she, “who are 
you? What do you want with me? How came you here?” 
The other only curtsy’d; and the Duchess peevishly 
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bade her go. She answered: “Your Grace is pleased to 

- speak in an uncommon manner; I have the’ honour to 
be your Grace’s woman, and wait to undress you.” 
“Heaven and earth,” replied the Duchess, “you, my 
woman! Why child, my woman is five and forty, you, 
I dare swear, have not yet been sixteen!” 

‘The mystery was never explained, all France rung 
with the miracle; but the stranger was gone, and the 
Duchess is now as grey as other matrons of sixty-five, 
never having been able to obtain another bottle.’ 


This tale can be considered as an anecdote but, on the 
other hand, the Count de St. Germain’s own extreme age 
and vigour was something that could not be elucidated 
without introducing the hypothesis of the elixir. Perhaps 
the great Voltaire was right when he said: ‘He is a man 
who never dies.’ 

Franz Graffer recorded in his Memoirs of Vienna the 
significant phrase of St. Germain: ‘I set out tomorrow 
evening. I shall disappear from Europe and go to the 
Himalayas.’ Apollonius of Tyana also went across the 
Himalayas and found the men ‘who knew everything’. 
The statement in Graffer’s Memoirs is important as it 
gives the location of a centre of the sages who have pre- 
served Arcane Science for thousands of years. 

The Count de St. Germain once said that: ‘One needs 
to have studied in the pyramids as I have studied.’ So 
we have on the one hand the secret temples of Egypt, 
and on the other, the Tibetan monasteries as the source 
of his knowledge. Viewed from this angle, this poem of 
St. Germain’s is hardly an exaggeration: 


Curieux scrutateur de la Nature entiere, 
Jai connu du grand tout le principe et la fin. 
Jai vu lor en puissance au fond de sa riviere 
J'ai saisi sa matiere et surpris son levain. 
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The only manuscript known to have been written by 
St. Germain is La tres Sainte Trinosophie, preserved at 
the Bibliotheque de Troyes. 

This document contains symbolic illustrations and enig- 
matic text. Section 5 has some very strange sentences: 
‘The velocity with which we sped through space can be 
compared with naught but itself. In an instant, I had lost 
sight of the plains below. The earth scemed to me only a 
vague cloud. J had been lifted to a tremendous height. 
For quite a long time I rolled through space. I saw globes 
revolve around me and earths gravitate at my feet.’ 

It does not take a great deal of imagination to recog- 
nize in this passage a record of a long space flight in which 
the earth became small as it did to the Apollo crewmen. 
But St. Germain must have gone farther than the moon 
because he seems to have reached the planets. 

Besides the space barrier, St. Germain may have 
cracked the time barrier as well. ‘I am much needed in 
Constantinople, then in England, there to prepare two 
inventions which you will have in the next century— 
trains and steamboats,’ he said to Graffer. 

Transmutation, extension of life, space travel, time 
conquest—are all frontiers of science. It can be surmised 
that the Count de St. Germain had access to the Secret 
Fountain of Knowledge. 
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21 
In the Abode of Wisdom—Roerich 


ACROSS the Seine from St. Germain-des-Pres where the 
Count de St. Germain lived in Paris, and whose name he 
probably adopted for his surname, is the Théâtre du 
Chatelet. 

A few generations after his time, in May 1909 to be 
exact, the theatre staged Prince Igor by Borodine and La 
Pskovitine by Rimsky-Korsakoff. The immortals of the 
Ballet Russe—Pavlova, Karsavina and Nijinsky were in the 
production. The colourful settings created a sensation and 
attracted the attention of the Paris press. They were the 
work of Nicholas Roerich, a young Russian painter. 

Since Leonardo da Vinci, Roerich .was certainly one of 
the most inspirational of masters. His rich colours, simple 
contours, clear-cut concepts behind the paintings, make a 
powerful impression. 

Nicholas Roerich has justly been called the prophet of 
the canvas as students of his art have listed titles of his 
paintings from 1897 to 1947 and -discovered that many 
of them were symbolical predictions of coming events. 

In 1g01 he exhibited his painting The Ominous rep- 
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resenting black ravens on the background of grey rocks, 
sombre sea and cloudy sky. It was an anticipation of the 
horrible wars we have had in this century. 

In 1913 Róerich produced his Human Deeds which de- 
picts grey-haired old men gazing at the ruins of a city in 
wonder and sorrow. The Doomed City, showing a walled 
city encircled by a huge python, was completed early in 
1914 and had similar forebodings of a calamity which 
would destroy cities. The Three Crowns displayed in St. 
Petersburg about the same time, represents three kings 
with swords whose crowns are raised from their heads 
to vanish in the clouds. This-work augured the end of the 
dynasties of the Hohenzollern, Hapsburg and Romanoff 
in World War I which broke out a few months later. 

In March, 1914 Nicholas Roerich exhibited his Lurid 
Glare which showed a knight standing by a lion in front 
of a castle, behind which the sky was aflame. As Kaiser 
Wilhelm’s armies swept over Belgium in August of that 
year, the prophecy was fulfilled. The painting depicted 
King Albert of Belgium in the fire of- war, as Roerich 
explained its meaning himself. 

On the eve of Nazi invasions, Roerich produced several 
tempera pictures of people with scant belongings trudging 
on a country road, on the backdrop of a dark sky. It was 
a prediction of the plight of European refugees in World 
War IL. ` 

‘Culture and Peace are the most sacred goals of human- 
ity,’ wrote Roerich in one of his articles. As if anticipating 
a world calamity, he founded his Pact in Washington, 
D.C. in 1929 endorsed by the republics of the Pan- 
American Union. This Red Gross of Culture was to protect 
all cultural centres from destruction by means of a special 
flag of three red dots in a red circle on a white banner. 

If Apollonius of Tyana challenged the might of ancient 
Rome and fought for -moderation in government, if St. 
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Germain played with diamonds in Versailles in order to 
gain attention of the ruling class and warn of the im- 
pending Revolution, then Roerich tried to neutralize the 
forces of darkness which were pushing mankind into a 
global war. 

Roerich was more than a great master-painter, explorer, 
savant, author and peace-maker. He was an emissary of 
those who have for ages guarded the Fountain of Ancient 
Wisdom. The distinguishing marks of these illustrious 
envoys are possession of secret knowledge which extends 
beyond the frontiers of our science, humanism and spiritu- 
ality. 

Science is successfully conquering Space but has done 
little to dispel the mystery of Time. Only twenty years 
ago we scoffed. at the idea of a trip to the moori or the 
planets. Today we smile at the dream of building a Time- 
Viewing Machine. Yet Masters of Arcane Knowledge have 
broken the Time Barrier and correctly predicted future 
events, The emissaries of the Elect Philosophers have been 
equally proficient on both frontiers of science—Time as 
well as Space. In this connection unknown facts from Roe- 
rich’s life will be disclosed here. 

The 1925-28 Roerich Expedition set out from Darjeel- 
ing, India across the Himalayas, traversing the cold plat- 
eau of Tibet, crossing the mighty Kun Lun Ridge, then 
emerging into the vast Gobi Desert. 

In the caravan there was a pony with a chest tied to its 
back which Tibetan and Mongol bearers guarded con- 
stantly. Roerich’s painting Chintamani exhibited in the 
Roerich Musuem in New York, portrays this pony with 
the coffer in a deep mountain gorge in the Himalayas. 
The chest on the pony’s back is represented with a dazzling 
radiance of magnificent colours. 

There is a mystery surrounding this chest. However, 
Nicholas Roerich and his wife Helena, lifted the veil of 


199 


obscurity in their books, and reading between the lines, 
startling disclosures become evident. : 

In the Legend of the Stone by Helena Roerich the 
opening words are: “Through the desert I come—I bring 
the Chalice covered with the shield. Within it is a treasure 
—the Gift of Orion.’ This passage alludes to:the coffer 
carried by the pony depicted on Roerich’s painting 
Chintamani. What is the Gift of Orion? Madame Roerich 
refers to the Book of Lun which reads: ‘When the Son 
of the Sun descended upon earth to teach mankind, there 
fell from heaven a shield which bore the power of the 
world.’ A meteorite or an artifact brought by cosmonauts 
from another solar system, possibly Sirius, the Dog Star 
of Orion, the Hunter? 

On Eastern Crossroads by Helena Roerich records the 
appearance of the stone: ‘The length of my little finger, 
of greyish lustre like a dried fruit, or heart, with four 
unknown letters.’ Its radiation is stronger than radium 
but on a different frequency. This is what the Eastern 
legend says about the stone. The rays cover a vast area 
and influence world events. ‘The main mass of the stone 
is kept on a tower in the City of the Starborn—Sham- 
bhala in Central Asia. 

Was Roerich the emissary who carried the stone through 
many countries back to its temple in Shambhala? “The 
miracle of Orion’s rays is guiding the people,’ asserts the 
Oriental legend. How did it reach the earth? Was it a 
meteorite of a unique nature or was it brought to earth 
in a spaceship by our elder brothers in evolution from 
another stellar system? 

In Himalayas, Abode of Light Roerich relates a con- 
versation with a lama who put these questions: ‘Do you 
in the West know something about the Great Stone in 
which magic powers are concentrated? And do you know 
from which planet came this stone?’ The passage clarifies 


200 


the mystery—the astral stone must have come from an- 
other planet by a spaceship. The source of fallen meteor- 
ites can not be identified. 

Apollonius saw antigravity feats in Tibet, St. Germain 
described a flight through space, Roerich spoke of a stone 
artifact from another solar system which he had carried 
on an expedition to Central Asia. There are invisible links 
connecting the emissaries of the City of Knowledge. ` 

Historical records and legends disclose the fantastic fact 
that somewhere on this planet there might be a secret 
cosmic centre of Universal Science with libraries, museums 
and laboratories. 

The life stories of Apollonius of Tyana, St. Germain 
and Roerich serve as typical biographies of the men who 
have reached this Fountain of Primordial Science in the 
past and have drunk of its waters. 
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In Quest of the Source 
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IN this work an attempt has been made to show that there 
existed a much higher level of science and technology in 
antiquity and prehistory than is generally supposed. , 

Some of this knowledge is an enigma. For instance, 
how could the Mayas have devised a more precise calendar 
than we in this age of science? Why is the Khufu Pyramid 
still the biggest megalithic edifice in the world? What 
made the Babylonians invent electric batteries 4,000 years 
ago? Why did the ancient Greeks and Romans expect to 
find planets beyond Saturn? 

The scientist does not have aready explanation for 
riddles of this kind because he is overburdened with the 
practical problems on hand. Moreover, the average man 
of science functions in a narrow field, possessing an in- 
depth knowledge of his branch of science but compara- 
tively little about other branches outside of it. The 
scientists themselves admit this limited specialization and 
jokingly call it ‘professional cretinism’, With the chain 
reaction in science and the overproduction of information, 
nothing can be done about this tendency for the moment. 
After all, the scientist is a man and not a computer, 
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The baffling aspects of the history of science are there- 
fore left to theorists. However, true science is not merely 
the compiling of an immense catalogue of facts but also 
the ability to evaluate them. In order to throw some light 
on these confounding profiles of antique science, it is 
essential to formulate the problems. 


—Why did there exist a long tradition of a Golden 
Age instead of that of a savage past? 

—Why did knowledge rise and fall? 

—What was it that prompted ancient Greek philoso- 
phers and Brahmin priests to discuss the possibility 
of inhabited worlds in space? 

—Did the ancients possess the secret of antigravitation 
if they could raise heavy stones and even themselves 
into the air? 

—Did the sages of former epochs know of energies 
other than electric power if they could construct per- 
petual lamps that burned for hundreds of years? 

—How could the people of ancient times have left de- 
tailed descriptions of flying machines if such things 
had not existed? 

—Were the automatons and robots recorded in myth- 
ology and history, memories of automation in a past 
technological era? 

—I£ civilized man is a recent arrival, who carved the 
images of animals extinct for hundreds of thousands 
of years? 

—Can socialism be really new if the Incas had a money- 
less economy with no private ownership? 

—How could the Vishnu Purana give the geographical 
contours of the Americas and the North Pole zone 
without having made a scientific survey? 


One way of resolving these awkward questions could 
be to visualize an advanced technological civilization 
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which must have perished in a devastating geological cata- 
clysm thousands of years ago. 

Professor Frederick Soddy, a pioneer of atomics, wrote 
in 1909: “The legend of the Fall of Man, possibly, may be 
all that has survived of such a time before, for some un- 
known reason, the whole world was plunged back again 
under the undisputed sway of nature to begin once 
more its upward toilsome journey through the ages.’ 

History, mythology and the sacred books of most races 
support Professor Soddy’s imaginative theory. Why did 
the legends of a deluge appear in sunny Egypt, Greece 
and Mesopotamia, mountainous Peru and Mexico, icy 
Greenland and the sandy Gobi? 

The Cro-Magnon of 20,000 years ago was not physio- 
logically any different from the average European. Had 
he been a survivor of another civilized epoch, we could 
then understand why he had the talent to produce works 
of art in his prehistoric museums of art, such as Altamira 
and Lascaux. In dynamic realism the masterpieces of this 
‘caveman’ were superior to the succeeding paintings and 
sculptures of Egypt, Babylon or Crete. 

In antiquity scholars believed in a lost legendary age. 
They were certain that empires had been destroyed by 
the wrath of the elements, and because of the planetary 
scope of this catastrophe, very little remained of their 
former grandeur except beautiful myths of a Golden Age. 

For instance, Philo of Alexandria (20 B.c.-4 A.D.) 
wrote: ‘By reason of the constant and repeated destruc- 
tions by water and fire, the later generations did not re- 
ceive from the former the memory of the order and 
sequence of events.’ 

In the Timaeus Plato (427-347 B.C.) recorded the words 
of an Egyptian priest: “There have been, and there will 
be again many destructions of mankind.’ When civiliza- 
tion is destroyed by natural calamities then ‘you have to 
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begin all over again as children,’ said the high priest of 
Egypt to Solon. 

The Popol Vuh of Guatemala laid stress on the great 
scientific knowledge of the ‘first men’. “They were able to 
know all, and they examined the four corners, the four 
points of the arch of the sky and the round face of the 
earth.’ This primeval race could ‘see the large and the 
small in the sky and on earth,’ affirms the sacred book of 
the Mayas. Bur all their knowledge was lost when the 
gods asked—‘must they also be gods?’ And so the ‘eyes 
of the first men were covered and they could see only 
what was close’, This is how ‘the wisdom and all know- 
ledge’ of the first men were destroyed. 

A myth is often history concealed. The story of the 
Popul Vuh may be true if a developed civilization had 
come to an end in a geological disaster, and the survivors 
had been left with only a verbal tradition of a past epoch 
of culture. 

Historical events settle down in time like mud in a 
river and are gradually covered up by new incidents. If 
the past is not uncovered, studied and recorded, it will 
remain in oblivion. The amount of knowledge we possess 
about the past is only a small portion of the complete 
story of mankind. 

There are riddles in the history of civilization which 
can be clarified if we take the legend of a sunken conti- 
nent as a working hypothesis. In the last Ice Age, all of 
Canada, part of the United States, all of Belgium, Holland, 
Germany, Scandinavia and a portion of Eastern Europe, 
were under an arctic ice sheet. About twelve thousand 
years ago a sudden rise in temperature occurred, and the 
ice began to thaw. Sea levels rose 0.92 metres per century 
between 12,000 and 4000 zc. during this deglaciation. 
What was the cause of the end of the Ice Age? 

I£ the reality of Atlantis and its sinking are accepted, 
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this could easily be the explanation of how the warm 
Gulf Stream began to flow northwards when the barrier 
of the Atlantean continent was removed after its disap- 
pearance under water. In this manner, the stream became 
the ‘central heating’ of Europe and warmed the climate 
so much that within one hundred years giant masses of 
the European Ice Cap melted. If one were to put an island 
continent in the Atlantic to block the Gulf Stream, Europe 
as well as North America would again be transformed into 
an arctic zone tomorrow. 

Global population figures between 6000 B.c. and the 
beginning of our era are extremely significant. There 
were about 250 million people on earth 2,000 years ago. 
The population of the planet in 4800 B.c. was 20 million. 
In the year 5000 B.c. there were 10 million on all the 
continents. One thousand years earlier—in 6000 B.c. only 
5 million people inhabited the earth. On the basis of 
these figures, the population of the globe was well under 
1 million about 10,000 8.c.—an astonishingly low figure. 
Why was man such a rare creature if he has had a con- 
tinuous existence as a primate and then as a rational 
being, for at least two million years? Was man with his 
works destroyed by the fury of the elements? 

Now where should we turn to find the traces of ante- 
diluvian man? Egypt seems to be the first logical place 
to make a search for his records. “The Egyptians pride 
themselves on being the most-ancient people in the world,’ 
said Pomponius Mela in the 1st century. 

The story of Atlantis as told by Plato came to him from 
the priests of Neith in Sais through Solon. ‘I am what has 
been, what is, and what shall be,’ uttered the goddess to 
the priests who kept chronicles of history for thousands of 
years. Herodotus admitted that he was unable to reveal 
certain mysteries which he had learned from the temple 
of Neith, These could have been revelations regarding 
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the unknown history of mankind. 

From Ammianus Marcellinus, a 4th-century Roman 
historian, to Ibn Abd Hokem, a gth-century Arab savant, 
numerous records speak about pre-deluge caches buried 
under or in the pyramids of Giza. Who knows whether 
these tales may have a grain of truth. The cosmic-ray 
probe of the pyramids by Ein Shams University of Cairo, 
initiated by Dr. Luis Alvarez, is in a position to provide 
interesting evidence in this field, particularly if the search 
is extended deep underground. 

The X-raying of Khephren pyramid by cosmic rays in 
search of secret chambers has already disclosed an amaz- 
ing phenomenon.* The tape-recordings for any one par- 
ticular day differ markedly from those for the subsequent 
day. As cosmic rays shower upon the pyramid uniformly 
from all directions, the detector in the chamber at the 
bottom should show a uniform pattern. But if there were 
any vaults in the mass of the edifice above the detector, 
they would let more rays through than the solid areas, 
and show as shadows on the detector. In September, 1968 
the equipment was apparently in order as the corners and 
sides of the Khephren pyramid could clearly be seen. 

However, the hundreds of tins of recordings made by 
the scientists in 1967—1969 have disclosed a surprising fact. 
When they were put through the IBM 1130 comptter at 
the Ein Shams University in Cairo, the pattern of daily 
recordings had no common features. Dr. Amr Gohed who 
is in charge of the installation, remarked: “This is 
scientifically impossible. There is a mystery which is be- 
yond explanation ... there is some force that defies the 
laws of science at work in the pyramid,’ he said. What 
force more potent than the cosmic rays did the builders 
of the pyramids possess? Had they left a machine radiating 
this power under the Giza pyramids? 

*The Times (London), July 26, 1969. 
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In 1967 the author wrote an article for a Moscow news- 
paper entitled Is there a Generator under the Khufu 
Pyramid? In alluding to the Sphinx a question was 
raised: ‘Is it really guarding the most ancient under- 
ground museum and library in the world?’ 

Whether evidence of an archaic civilization will ever be 
found in Giza or in a submarine probe at the bottom of 
the Atlantic, is still in the realm of speculation. But one 
thing is certain, the testimony of ancient writers, legends 
and sacred books supports the reality of an advanced race 
which was not recorded in history. That nation could have 
passed its scientific tradition to the caste of priests of 
Egypt, Babylon, Mexico, India and the philosophers of 
Greece and China, which might explain how this know- 
ledge continued throughout the ages. 

The theory of an advanced culture and technology in 
protohistory which was devoured by a cataclysm, can 
clarify many riddles in the history of science. For example, 
it can elucidate the following mysteries: 


—Why the Mahabharata mentions planes and atomic 
bombs. 

——Why ancient alchemists believed in transmutation of 
the elements, 

—Why the people of antiquity knew about Iceland, 
America and Antarctica. 

—Why the Mayan calendar is superior to ours, 

—Why electric batteries were made in Babylon and 
India thousands of years ago. 

—Why vaccination is described in the 3,500-year-old 
Vedas. 

—Why the rock paintings of Altamira are such master- 
pieces of art. 

—Why robots and computers are mentioned in classic 
as well as mediaeval writings. 
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But there is another hypothesis which can also explain 
a number of the enigmas posed in this book, It is fascinat- 
ing yet utterly fantastic. 

At a convention in New York the great physicist Niels 
Bohr once said to a scientist: “We all agree that your 
theory is mad. The problem which divides us is this—is 
it sufficiently crazy to be right?’ 

Let the reader decide whether our conjecture is crazy 
enough to be sound. So we will begin at the beginning— 
the dawn of civilization, Strange demigods appeared on 
the world’s scene who enlightened, taught and helped 
primitive man. 

A superior being once came to the land of the Nile ina 
distant past. He civilized the dwellers of Egypt by giving 
them symbols to record sounds and ideas, the harp to 
play upon, charts of the stars, numbers to count with, 
names of herbs and remedies with which to cure sick- 
nesses: ‘Then the benefactor bid adieu to the people of 
Egypt and ascended into the sky. His name was Thoth, 
Hermes or Mercury. 

A culture-bearer arrived in Greece in ancient times. He 
was a marvellous musician and possessed such wisdom 
that he could answer all questions. He spoke of such 
strange, incomprehensible things as, for instance, life 
in the stars. The Greeks knew him as Orpheus, 

The Feathered Serpent or Quetzalcoatl descended from 
‘a hole in the sky’ when he came to Mexico. Another 
version describes a winged ship in which he sailed. Quet- 
zalcoatl instructed the Central American Indians in the 
sciences of agriculture, astronomy and architecture, and 
gave them a code of ethics. The civilizer left an indelible 
stamp on Central American culture and is still venerated 
in Mexico. Stained-glass windows and murals depicting 
Quetzalcoatl can be seen by tourists in the Palacio Nacional 
of Mexico City. Yet another legend about a cosmic torch- 
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bearer of civilization? 

At the birth of Sumer, a weird creature landed on the 
shores of the Persian Gulf. It looked like a large fish but 
in its mouth there was a human face. This monster, which 
could have been a cosmic visitor in a space suit after the 
‘splashdown’, spoke to the primitive dwellers of Mesopo- 
tamia and taught them how to build cities, compile laws, 
plant wheat, write down thoughts, count with numbers 
and observe the stars. This fish-like god, known as Oannes, 
civilized the savages and humanized their lives. His 
scientific legacy was of the highest quality, and the people 
of the Tigris and Euphrates valleys became great astrono- 
mers and mathematicians. 

Far away from Babylon, in South America, a tall white 
man came from the Jand of dawn. He revealed to the 
Indians the secrets of civilization and inspired them with 
high ethical ideals. When his mission was completed, like 
Oannes, he disappeared into the sea. His name was Vira- 
cocha—'the foam of the sea’. Yet another legend about a 
missionary from the stars, whose ship could sail on water 
as well as in space? > 

In recent years, in Tassili, northern Sahara, peculiar 
rock paintings were discovered. They depict men in 
what seem to be diving suits or space suits, without 
mouths. One six-metre rock image was aptly called the 
‘Martian’. Since the pictures are 9,000 years old, they are 
not likely to represent men with headgear protecting them 
against sand, as some sceptics have suggested, as at that 
time the northern Sahara was covered with rich vegeta- 
tion! 

This theory of the importation of science from a cosmic 
source is within the framework of scientific speculation, 

A few years ago Frank Drake, the American astrono- 
mer, theorized that space visitors could have left caches 
of artifacts, tagged with radioactive isotopes. A scientific- 
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ally mature humanity, reaching the level of the intelli- 
gence of cosmic travellers, would sooner or later spot these 
treasure vaults and discover souvenirs from a distant star. 
Perhaps the day has now arrived when we should test his 
theory by means of radiation detectors. 

‘Let the archaeologists take up the search for secret 
repositories established by cosmonauts. What if there were 
an immense treasure of the most precious scientific know- 
ledge stored for us to inherit?’ asks Dr. M. M. Agrest of 
U.S.S.R. 

Dr. Carl Sagan, an eminent astrophysicist in the U.S.A., 
speculates along similar lines: “The earth may have been 
visited many times by various galactic civilizations during 
geological times and it is not out of the question that 
artifacts of these visits still exist.’ 

Professor Hermann Oberth, a pioneer in astronautics, 
stated a few years ago that the visitors from space ‘have 
been examining the earth for centuries.’ He believes that 
an advanced galactic civilization could, by sharing its 
knowledge with us, raise our science to a level which 
would normally take 100,000 years to reach. Perhaps some- 
thing of this sort has already taken place in the past his- 
tory of humanity! 

Interstellar travel seems to be a’chimera because of the 
vast distances separating solar systems. To form an idea 
of the immensity of the universe, let us compare the sun 
to a billiard ball. Then the earth would be but a full- 
stop on this page, placed 7.60 metres from the ball. The 
orbit of Pluto, which forms the borderline of our solar 
system on this scale, would be 300 metres from the sun, 
But the nearest star--Proxima Centauri, on the same 
scale would then be 2,000 kilometres away! 

However, antimatter fuel and photon rays as well as 
the shrinkage of time in a starship moving with a velocity 
close to that of light, could make interstellar travel a 
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reality of the future. In fact, blueprints of these space- 
ships are already in existence, designed by the astronauti- 
cal engineers of the U.S.A. and the U.S.S.R. 

But what will be a technological achievement to us to- 
morrow, may already be a means of transport to some 
other galactic civilization today. ‘There is an eternity of 
time in the infinite universe. An older cosmic race could 
have mastered interstellar flight a million years ago, and 
may even now be cruising in the expanses of our.galaxy. 
They: could have come here in bygone ages, and perhaps 
some folklore may refer to these visitations. 

The view that contacts between worlds have taken 
place in the past, are occurring at present, and will 
happen in the future, is shared not only by science fiction 
writers but by some men of the highest calibre in aca- 
demic circles. 

In May, 1966 it was my privilege to meet in Nurem- 
berg, Germany the ‘father of modern rocketry’—Professor 
Hermann Oberth. ‘I think over forty per cent of the stars 
have planets and intelligent life might exist on some of 
them. To tell you the truth, this is the main reason why 
I became interested in astronautics in my early youth,’ 
said the distinguished scientist. 

When. I introduced the question of interstellar com- 
munication and possible surveillance of our planet by cos- 
monauts from another world in space, the professor’s 
reaction was this: ‘It is the duty of the scientists to in- 
vestigate this possibility,’ 

In Paris in March, 1968 I had an interesting: discussion 
with Dr. J. Allen Hynek, Director of Dearborn Observa- 
tory and Professor of Northwestern University, who was 
the first in the world to employ satellites in astronomical 
observation. 

‘What percentage of solar systems could be suitable for 
life?’ I asked. l l 
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‘In my student days life in the universe was considered 
to be a freak. But now it turns out with modern theories 
of stellar evolution that, at least for a large class of stars, 
a planetary system may occur in the natural process of 
growth. To say that our star—the sun, is the only one 
to have planets will be akin to saying, for instance, that 
your cat can have kittens and no other cat in the world 
can have them. From the astronomer’s viewpoint it is cos- 
mically provincial to think that our solar system is the 
only one. There must exist around every star a “temper- 
ate zone” in which conditions would be suitable to life.’ 

‘Is the possibility of visitations from superior galactic 
civilizations within the bounds of scientific speculation?’ 

‘It is certainly within its bounds. As an astronomer I 
can readily admit the strong possibility that there are 
other civilizations in our galaxy. But the engineering 
problems of getting here completely staggers my imagina- 
tion. Nevertheless, I am perfectly willing to admit the 
reality of the ETI’s (Extraterrestrial Intelligences),’ re- 
sponded Dr, Hynek. 

During my stay in Moscow in November, 1966 I met 
Alexander Kazantsev, a famous science fiction writer. 
After World War II he gave a new interpretation to the 
Tunguska Meteor catastrophe of 1908 which devastated 
a huge area in Siberia. He theorized that, the explosion 
was caused by the detonation of a spaceship from another 
planet. This hypothesis received an active support from 
Boris Liapounov, a science writer of U.S.S.R. 

They speculated that a cylindrical body could not have 
been a meteor. Besides it never reached the earth as it 
blew up at an altitude of approximately 20,000 feet above 
the ground. Before the explosion the object performed 
an erratic manoeuvre changing its course. The perma- 
frost or the arctic soil frozen for thousands of years, was 
not pierced by the fragments of this ‘meteorite’. According 
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to witnesses the explosion was blinding even in daylight. 
Great devastation was brought about in the wild Siberian 
forest by it. When cut the trees showed an unusually thick 
ring for the year of 1908, suggesting radioactivity. 

I visited Kazantsev in Moscow to get more facts about 
the Siberian mystery. While we were in the midst of an 
exciting conversation about the possibility that we earth- 
men might be the ‘grandsons of Mars’, and that certain 
episodes from biblical history could be records of the 
visits of cosmic guests to this planet, the door bell rang. 
The host left the study giving me an opportunity to make 
notes of this memorable dialogue. 

In a few minutes Alexander Kazantsev returned with a 
‘booklet in his hand and a smile on his face. ‘We were 
right after all,’ he said, passing me a freshly-printed bro- 
chure marked ‘The United Institute of Nuclear Research, 
Dubna. No. 63311’. It contained a radiochemical analysis 
of tree ash from the site of the Tunguska explosion and 
alluded to the possibility of a contact of antimatter, with 
matter. 

One paragraph impressed me particularly: ‘In other 
words, we are coming back (no matter how fantastic it 
may seem) to the supposition that the Tunguska catas- 
trophe was brought about by the crash-landing of a space- 
ship propelled by an antimatter fuel.’ 

My friend Boris Liapounov showed me in Moscow a 
1930 magazine Vestnik Znania which featured an article 
on Life in Other Worlds. The great pioneer of astronau- 
tics Tsiolkovsky had this to say on the subject of inter- 
stellar communication: ‘If the machines of intelligent 
beings of other worlds have not visited the earth, it does 
not follow that they have not visited other planets. Sec- 
ondly, to assess the fact of non-visitation of our world, we 
have at our disposal but a few thousand years of the cons- 
cious life of mankind. Think of the past and future ages!’ 
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In the same journal Professor N. A. Rynin wrote that: 
‘IE we turn to the tales and legends of hoary antiquity, 
we shall notice strange coincidences among legends in 
countries separated by oceans and deserts. This similarity 
of myths speaks for the visitation of earth by the inhabit- 
ants of other worlds in time immemorial.’ 

These fantastic ideas have never been riei to the 
author since his schooldays. If I am permitted to relate a 
personal experience from my early life in China, I will re- 
fer to a lecture given by me in Shanghai in 1941. In this 
address I spoke of ‘communication between planets by 
spaceships propelled by unknown energies’, and the visits 
of superior intelligences to our planet earth. But my 
audience was not quite ready to accept the existence of 
beings in other cosmic worlds, and the lecture was not a 
great success. 

But in our present era of space probes to Mars and Venus, 
and the voyages of earthmen to the moon, the public re- 
sistance to the concept of a plurality of inhabited planets 
has given wide cracks. 

The problem of life in other stellar systems hinges on 
four basic questions: 


—Is life on earth a unique phenomenon unparalleled 
in a universe of milliards of solar systems? 

—Are we then alone in a dead universe? 

—Is life potentially locked within the atom and there- 
fore a universal attribute of matter? 

—Are some worlds inhabited by rational beings at 
different stages of evolution? ` 


Today in this Age of Space Travel, there are but few 
people who would answer the first two questions in the 
affirmative. 

Although the moon is desolate (nor does Mars look like 
a breeding ground for intelligent life), it is certain that 
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somewhere in the limitless expanse of our galaxy with its 
150 milliard suns, there are numerous planets similar to 
our earth which could have produced their own versions 
of life and consciousness. 

To a cosmic tourist approaching the ses our planet 
might give the impression of being uninhabited. In fact, 
that was the impression ‘of Captain Lovell, an Apollo 8 
astronaut, who broadcast this remark on his homeward 
flight from the moon: ‘What I keep imagining is that I 
am some lonely traveller from another planet. What would 
I think about the earth at this altitude (333,000 kilometres)? 
Whether I think it would be inhabited or not?’ 

The hypothesis of contacts of galactic civilizations with 
the men of earth in past ages can account for the following 
unexpected knowledge in remote antiquity: 


~~-How the ancients were aware of the two moons of 
Mars. 

—How the astronaut Hou Yih of China described the 
moon as ‘desolate, cold and glassy’, forty-three 
centuries ago. 

—How Greek philosophers were aware of the vast dis- 
tances between the stars. 

—Why myths about the descent of skybeings are global 
in scope. 

-How antique thinkers were aware of planets beyond 
Saturn, which could not be seen without-a telescope, 

—How Sanscrit texts estimated the life span of the uni- 
verse in milliards of years as does modern science. 

—How the Epic of Etana, the Book of the Dead and 
the Book of Enoch drew a picture of extraterrestrial 
space. 

—How Saturn, although a dim stellar body, but actually 
the second largest planet in our system, was given 
the prominence it deserved in ancient Pantheons. 
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Besides the importation of science from another stellar 
world or the existence of a cultural legacy from a vanished 
civilization, there is a less fantastic source of knowledge 
which could account for some of the peculiarities of the 
history of science. 

In the course of the past 38,000 years man has been 
slowly reaching his present level. Since about 8000 B.C. 
he began to change his personality of a roving hunter for 
that of an established farmer and city tradesman. 

The orthodox scientific view has no provision for an une 
known advanced civilization in prehistory. It does not enter- 
tain ideas about culture-bearers coming from cosmic space 
and accelerating the progress of mankind on this planet. 

Anthropologists say that in the course of a long period 
of the development of the primates, a true man appeared. 
The Cro-Magnon prospered as a hunter and fisherman. 
Members of a clan sat around the bonfire at night, listen- 
ing to the elders relate their experiences, transmitting 
their accumulated knowledge to younger generations. 

‘When man began to cultivate plants, domesticate ani- 
mals and perfect his ‘tools and weapons, he stepped over 
the threshold of civilization. That took place about 7,000 
years ago. 

Many of the accomplishments of humanity in former 
epochs which we outlined in this book, can be explained 
by the march of progress. 

But orthodox science is not in a position to offer an 
explanation to the unsolved mysteries of the history of 
science which have been examined in this work. 

Now we come to the crucial point. Did the ancients 
receive a scientific legacy from the survivors of an older 
civilization destroyed by tidal waves and the fires of sub- 
marine volcanoes in a geological upheaval? Or was pri- 
mordial science and culture brought -to this world by the 
space visitors who had aeons ago reached the level of evo- 
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lution on which we are standing now? 

Actually there is no contradiction between the two hypo- 
theses. As the great Tsiolkovsky said, our history is too brief 
to estimate how often visitations from space have occurred 
in the past. However, the American astrophysicist Carl 
Sagan believes that they take place at 5,s00-year intervals, 

If history stretches beyond the 7,000-year limit afforded 
to it by the historians, and if men lived in the last inter- 
glacial age, a descent of skybeings upon earth could have 
started an epoch of culture. If the technology of extra- 
terrestrial intelligences was sufficiently developed to en- 
able them to span astronomical distances, their way of life 
and thinking must have been equally advanced. 

The starborn could have founded the world’s first em- 
pires, ruled as the Sun-Kings and then passed on their 
authority to the so-called ‘solar dynasties’, This specula- 
tion is confirmed by a belief common to the legends of 
Egypt, India, China, Greece, Mexico or Peru which affirm 
that there was a time when the ‘gods’ reigned over man- 
kind. 

This conviction is still alive in India and it has been 
my experience to learn how strong it is. Upon my arrival 
a garland of tropical flowers was put on my neck by Indian 
friends who prostrated at my feet to honour me as ‘a god’, 
‘We can’t take any chances as you may be a skybeing from 
the stars merely pretending to have come from Australia,’ 
the Indians said, in response to my embarrassment and 
objections. 

The principal thesis of this work that the source of 
civilization lies farther back in time, will one day be vin- 
dicated. The origin of civilization is constantly receding 
as science advances. Since true science is fuid and modified 
by new evidence, it is not improbable that a great deal 
of the speculation offered in this study of the history of 
science will be found reasonable in the end. 


218 


Conclusion 


IN the 19th century a frozen Siberian mammoth was 
delivered to St. Petersburg for a demonstration at the 
session of the Imperial Academy of Sciences. A lecture 
on the prehistoric beast was given by a member of the 
Academy and then the savants were invited to a banquet. 

After the dinner the President of the ~Academy of 
Sciences announced: ‘Gentlemen, you have just eaten the 
oldest steak in the world—it came from our Siberian 
mammoth!’ There were smiles as well as green faces in 
that dining room. 

This book is not unlike that prehistoric dinner. Find- 
ing computers, aircraft, electricity, penicillin, robots, 
atomic thecry, descriptions of space and the moon in hoary 
antiquity, is like having a mammoth steak on one’s plate. 
But it was still fresh and tasty, although some 12,000 
years old. The tales of ancient times told here, are equally 
fresh today. They link the past with the present. 

The analogies of antique scientific notions with our 
present-day technological and scientific attainments, can 
hardly be contested. This is the midday of technology but 
there have been brilliant days of theoretical science in 
the past, 

We owe much more to our predecessors than we realize, 
if not for the actual technical devices and scientific know- 
ledge we have today, then at least for their concepts. 
Lucian anticipated Apollo probes. Democritus worked 
out the basis of atomic theory. Ancient alchemists fore- 
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stalled modern chemical transmutation of the elements, 
Wonder drugs can be traced to ancient Egypt. Aristar- 
chus of Samos promulgated the heliocentric theory eight- 
een centuries before Copernicus. The Sanscrit Book of 
Manu proposed the idea of evolution long before Darwin. 
Seneca in Medea disclosed his knowledge of North 
America. The Babylonians had an electric battery 3,800 
years before Volta. The Indian classics described aircraft 
in great detail, The ancient Greeks had robots and com- 
puters centuries before this age of automation. The list is 
Jong and our debt to antiquity and prehistory, is great. 

But we are in even greater debt to those mysterious 
torch;bearers of civilization who, at the dawn of history, 
imparted their knowledge to the astronomer-priests all 
over the globe. 

There was a golden age in which the miracles of science 
‘were as commonplace as they are now. The source of this 
forgotten science must be sought in Time as well as in 
Space. 
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Rediscovery of Science 








Scientific and techs Known in Antiquity Rediscovered 
nological ideas 
Atomic Theory Uluka Kanada (c. 500 B.C.) 
Democritus (460-861 B.C.) Boyle (1661) 
Leucippus (b.c. 480 B.C.) Dalton (2805) 


Epicurus (341-270 B.C.) 





Theory of Relativity Heraclitus (c. 540-475 B-C.) 














Zeno of Elca (5th cent. B.C.) Einstein (1916) 
‘Transmutation The Alchemists (1st century 
B.C.—15t A.D.) Rutherford (1919) 
Age of the earth Life span of the universe 4600 million years 
4,320 million years (the (20th century) 
Mahabharata & the Puranas) 
Formation of the The Popul Vuh, Kant (1755) 
solar system ‘Wang Chung (82 A.D.) Laplace (1796) 
Evolution Anaximander (¢. 611-547 B.C.) 
Book of Manu (c. 200 B.C.) Darwin (1859) 





Earth as a planet Pythagoras (6th cent. B.C.) 
Anaximander (611-547 B.C.) Copernicus 
Heracleides of Pontus (1473-1543) 
(388-315 B.C.) 


The Moon shining by Parmenides (b.c. 544 B.C.) 
reflected light Plutarch (ist century) Galileo (1610) 
ene 





The Moon's connec- Posidonius (135-50 B.C.} 





tion with tides Kepler (1371-1630) 
Planets beyond Democritus (sth cent. B.C.) Uranus (1781) 
Saturn Anaximencs (5th cent. B.C.) Neptune (1846) 

Seneca (ist century) Pluto (1930) 
Sunspots Chinese astronomers 2,000 years 

ago Galileo (1610) 
Jupiter’s four largest Babylonian priests (c. 2000 3.¢.) Galileo (1610) 
moons, phases of Cassini, Huygens, 
Venus, seven satellites 24 Herschel, Bond 
of Saturn (17th-1gth cent.) 
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Scientific and tech- Known in Antiquity Rediscovered 
noligical ideas ; 


a ee Eee eee 
Milky Way—a cloud Democritus (5th cent. B.C.) Galileo (1610) 

of stars . 
Meteorites—stones Diogenes of Apollonia Academy of 

from space (5th century s.c.) Sciences, Paris, 


1803 


Sd 
Extraterrestrial Space The Epic of Etana (2700 B.c.), Gagarin (1961) 
The Book of the Dead (c. 1500 
B.c.), The Book of Enoch (2nd 











cent.) 
*Music of the Phythagoras (6th century B.c.) Radio astrono- 
Spheres’ mers Jansky- 
Reber (1930s 
19408) 
Electric batteries Babylon batteries (2000 years old) Volta (1800) 
Aviation Daedalus (2500 B.c.), Emperor Wright Brothers 


Shun (2258-2208 B.c.), Ki Kung (1903) 
Shi 1766 B.C.) etc. 

















Turbo-jet engine Heron (1st century B.C.) Von Ohain (1939) 
Whittle (1941) 
Space travel Orbiting the earth (the Surya Sputnik I (1957) 
Siddhanta, 2000 years old) 
Robots and Daedalus’ automatons (2500 8.¢.), Wicner (1950s) 
Computers Antikythera computer (65 B.C.) 
ete, 
Plumbing and Knossos (2000 8.C.), Mohenjo igth century 
Sanitation Daro, Harappa (2500 B.c.) 
City Planning Mohenjo Daro, Harappa Paris, Washington 
(2500 B.C.) (27th-18th cent.) 
et 
Vaccination The Vedas (1500 B.C.) Jenner (1749-1823) 
a eee a ne cee ro cE aS 
Penicillin Egypt, ¢. 2000 B.C. Fleming (1928) 
en ee nS 
Existence of America Plato (4th cent. B.C.) Bjarni & Ericson 
Seneca (ist century) (c. 1000) 


The Vishnu Purana (200 A.D.) Columbus (1492) 
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